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Scholarship 2025
Digital Technologies

Time allowed: Three hours

This assessment has THREE questions. Attempt ALL questions.

OUTSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP EXEMPLAR

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Outstanding Scholarship 

Subject:  Digital Technologies 

Standard:  93604 

Total score: 22 

Q 
Grade 
score 

Marker commentary 

One 07 

Demonstrates clear understanding of the algorithm, its number of operations 
for a given input, and its deficiencies. The candidate has written an improved 
algorithm to perform the same task that has a more efficient average time 
complexity and includes an initial check to avoid running the sort if the list is 
already sorted. They were able to talk about the trade-offs present in 
selecting an approach. 

Two 08 

The candidate showed a good understanding of the problem, identifying that 
it is a graph traversal problem. To solve the problem, they implemented an 
accurate Breath-First Search and included comments that justify each of the 
structures they used. Responses to questions about their approach showed a 
high level of understanding about the algorithm, and its strengths and 
drawbacks. 

Three 07 

The candidate’s algorithm to solve the given problem was correct and 
optimal. They demonstrated a strong understanding of state transitions and 
how to handle unbounded constraints in dynamic programming. The 
candidate’s analysis and reflection was of an equally high standard. 
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